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- : Public Trail —
Sunset Park Trail Shelter Shelter o DATE
3 SITE ADDAESS (STREET & NO) 6. PRESENT USE 1931
N-304 Golden Lakes ' Same NORTHING 11. REGION
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4 CITY/VICINITY COUNTY STATE
Sunset Park Pierce Washington e

17 OWHER/ADMIN ADDRESS

HPS/Mount Rainier National Park, Tahoma Woods, Star Route, Ashford, WA 98304

1113 SGHP T ION ANDR BACKGACUIND IISTOIY INGCLUINNG GONS TIUG TON DATE(S]E PHYSICAL DIMENSIONS, MATEMIALS, MAJON ALTENATIONS, EXTANT EQUIPMENT, AND
TMPPORTANT BUILDENS, ANCHITECTS, ENGINERNS, ETC

Wood frame, one-story, one-room, rectangular trail shelter; saltbox (lean-to) gable roof extends over log post and beam
front "veranda”; cedar shake roof rests on whole log purlins with whittled ends; whole log exterior-interior walls;
corner saddle notching; no chinking; log sill foundation; 1" x 7" interior vertical wood platform; earth floor.

Prior to 1920, there were very few shelters for backcountry hikers and park rangers. Superintendent Toll (1919-20)
stressed the need for a string of trail shelters to be placed ten to fifteen miles apart on the popular Wonderland
Trail. Toll's system evolved into the construction of both patrol cabins and trail shelters under Superintendent 0. A.
Tomlinson's administration {1923-41). By 1924, there were seven known trail shelters in the park. One was located at
Golden Lakes in Sunset Park {Thompson 1981). This pre-1924 shelter must have been demolished, however, for the
Superintendent's monthly report of October, 1931, stated that a trail shelter had been constructed at Sunset Park the
previous month.

This trail shelter is suffering from extensive log deterioration, especially on the lower base logs and at the corner
notches. The environment is generally wet and muddy, making for damp conditions in and around the shelter wmost of the
year. The deteriorating log sills have sunk below the ground level.
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The structure measures 17'6" x 20'4" (16'6" without porch). The front facade opening is 6' x 6.5'. The height- of the
front "veranda" is 5'8". A 4'4" x 17'6" interior wood platform spans the entire width of the shelter.

16. Significance

The structure is one of the oldest backcountry shelters in the park. It was one of the numerous trail shelters con-
structed on the popular Wonderiand Trail, a policy begun under Superintendent Roger W. Toll (1919-20) and expanded
during the superintendency of Major 0. A. Tomlinson (1923-41).
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